
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 14, 2021 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES OF THE WESTCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY, WESTCHESTER, ILLINOIS, HELD 

REMOTELY VIA ZOOM DUE TO THE ONGOING COVID 19 PANDEMIC 

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
2. Call to Order and Roll Call – Before the meeting was called to order, President John Lamberti stated that 

due to Governor Pritzker’s disaster declaration related to public health concerns and the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic that an in-person meeting would not be prudent or practical and that this meeting would be held 
remotely. The Meeting was called to order at 7:34 PM by President John Lamberti. Present were President 
John Lamberti, Vice President Jenice Hampton, Trustee Elizabeth Hunter, Treasurer Greg Christoff, Secretary 
Christine Kuffel and Trustee Laina Krisik. Absent was Trustee Shannon Flint. Also present were Director 
Fidencio Marbella, Business Manager Allison Muzal, Assistant Director Kristen Jacobson, Adult Services 
Manager Patrick Callaghan and Circulation Manager Pat Sinacore. 
  

3. Public Comment – No public comment. 
  
4. Discussion Items  

A. Library Improvements – Director Marbella reported that the front door and window replacement 
project was completed for a final cost of $83,878.00, including permit fees and the architect’s fees. 
As far as programming, both Adult and Youth have started their summer reading programs. The 
library is also working with several other libraries on more large scale, cooperative events similar to 
the John Sandford and Alex Kotlowitz events from this past spring. 

B. Review of Policies 1.4 Gifts, Memorials and Special Collections, 1.5 Reference and Research, 1.6 
Interlibrary Loan and 1.7 Examination Proctoring – the Board had no suggestions for changes to 
1.4, 1.6 and 1.7. For Policy 1.5 Secretary Kuffel asked if the library offers chat reference service. We 
do not but Director Marbella will look into this. Also for 1.5 “fax” will be replaced by “social media.” 

C. End of Emergency Executive Order and Resumption of In-Person Meetings – Governor Pritzker’s 
executive order allowing remote meetings is set to expire on June 25 and barring an extension, 
meetings may have to be held in person again. With the possible resumption of in-person meetings, 
Director Marbella asked if the board would like to continue with department manager reports. The 
board would, possibly using a combination of in-person, remote and/or written reports. 

D. Meeting Room Use – this was discussed during the previously held Special Meeting and the library 
will hold off on meeting room use by the public until after Labor Day. 

E. Department Manager Reports – Assistant Director/Youth Services Manager Jacobson reported 
Summer Reading registration began the previous week. Registrations are down from pre-Covid 
levels but much higher than last year. Adult Services Manager Callaghan said that the reference staff 
has been busy helping patrons recertify for unemployment benefits. He also reported that patron 
feedback on the new doors has been universally positive, especially from seniors. Circulation 
Manager Sinacore said many patrons from other libraries repeatedly thank the Circulation staff for 
helping in keeping our library open. Technical Services Manager Flores was off but submitted a brief 
written report in which he described a patron from another library thanking the Reference staff for 
help in finding new housing and for their help with her unemployment benefits. 

  
5. Unfinished Business - none 
 
6. Board Member Comments – Trustee Krisik asked if the school district has a link to the library’s resources. 

She also provided information to Reference for the West Suburban Cook County Job Center in Maywood. 
 

7. Public Comment – No public comment. 



 

8. Executive Session –  not needed 
 
9. Adjournment – Trustee Hunter motioned to adjourn, seconded by Secretary Kuffel, roll call vote was taken 

with President Lamberti, Vice President Hampton, Secretary Kuffel, Treasurer Christoff, Trustee Hunter and 
Trustee Krisik aye, 0 nay, one absent, motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM. 

 

 
Submitted by Fidencio Marbella, Director, Westchester Public Library 


