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Reaching the Sky 
Some say that it takes a village to 

raise a child, but it takes a village 
with a library to raise a pilot.  

Ever since my first ride in a small 
airplane just a few years ago, I have 
been utterly fascinated with the   
concept of  flight and dreamed of  
one day earning my wings.  By utiliz-
ing the Library’s wealth of  infor-
mation, I was able to dive right in 
and study aviation in its many forms.  
From young patron, to volunteer, to 
employee, the Westchester Public 
Library has played a key role in my 
life’s adventures.  

This summer I was the recipient 
of  a flight training scholarship from 
the Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion’s Young Eagles Program, which 
introduces youth to the exciting 
world of  aviation primarily through 
introductory flights in planes flown 
by volunteer pilots.  In my applica-
tion essay, I wrote about my aspira-
tions for aviation.  Along with this 
chance to pursue my private pilot’s 
license, I represented the youth of  
the program on the two-millionth  
of  these flights.  Much to my sur-
prise, my pilot was none other than 
Harrison Ford.  

The flight took place on a rainy 
July day in the middle of  the two 
weeks I spent volunteering at 
AirVenture, the world’s largest air-
show in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.  I will 
never forget the moment when I 
strolled across the tarmac and 
around the nose of  a brilliant green 
and yellow airplane when Mr. Ford 
himself  hopped out.  

Even though I consider myself  to 
be a devout Star Wars fan, I wasn’t 
just thrilled to meet Harrison Ford 
due to his contributions to pop cul-
ture; I was over the moon about 
meeting him as a fellow aviation en-
thusiast.  Aviation unites folks, from 
young student pilots like myself  to 
seasoned aviators and world famous 
celebrities like Harrison Ford.  It was 

absolutely thrilling to fly with a pilot 
with so much enthusiasm toward the 
art and science of  flight.  The flight 
itself  lasted approximately fifteen 
minutes, but every second spent soar-
ing above Oshkosh’s endless fields of  
parked aircraft was absolutely breath-
taking.  Our conversation centered 
around aviation, as we chatted on 
topics ranging from standard operat-
ing procedures followed by all pilots, 
to the glorious view surrounding us.  

I credit the library for piquing my 
curiosity in aviation, and for further 
igniting my passion for writing, both 
of  which have served me well.      
Libraries open doors -- not just 
round, green Hobbit hole doors, but 
doors that can help people from any 
walk of  life pursue their goals.  

Jodie Gawthrop is a library page in the 
Technical Services Department 

 

Remodeling Progress 
The remodeling of  the restrooms 

in the Adult Department is on  
schedule to be completed by early 
October.  Once these are done, work 
will begin remodeling the restrooms 
in the Youth Department.   
 We are pleased to make these im-
provements to the Library and appre-
ciate your patience during this  
construction period. 

 

Friends of  the Library 
The Friends thank all the patrons 

who donated and/or purchased items 
for the Friends’ August half-price sale. 
Get an early start on holiday shopping 
with their great prices on gently used 
books!  

  

 
 

 Note: Registration is encouraged  
            for all Youth and Teen programs 
 

Family Programs: 

Halloween Week Specials at 4:00 
  

 Mon   10/24   A Haunting We Will Go 
 Tues  10/25    Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
 Wed   10/26   Frankenweenie 
 Thu   10/27    Spooky Stories 
 Fri     10/28    GREAT PUMPKIN CONTEST & MOVIE 
 

        Great Pumpkin Contest Rules:   
 Pumpkins cannot be carved  

 Real or fake pumpkins or gourds may be used  

 One entry per family (one entry may be more than one pumpkin) 

 Pumpkin must represent a children’s book or book character  

 Drop entry off at Library by October 28  
 This is a family project, so please work together! 

 
 

Write A book: Deadline for entries  Monday, Oct 10 
 

Movie Night:  Wednesdays at 6:00  
 Oct 5   The Wiz (G)           134 min 
 Oct 12  NeverEnding Story  (PG)  92  min  
 Oct 19   The Princess Bride (PG)  98 min 
 Oct 26      Frankenweenie (PG)   87 min 

  
 

 

 

Spoonapalooza (Spoons card game) 

      Tuesday, Oct 11  at 6:00  
 

Teen Movies: Wednesdays at 6:00   
 Oct 5:   Captain America 2: Civil War 
 Oct 12:   Pride and Prejudice and Zombies 
 Oct 19:   5th Wave 
  

Life Size Pac-Man 

 Saturday, Nov 5 at 2:00  Registration requested 

 

         Mark your calendar for these special programs this fall—and, as always,        
         advance registration is appreciated. Contact Adult Dept at 708-562-3573.  

  
Sunday, October 9  2:00 pm   
The Essential Great Chicago Fire  

  Author William Pack will have you spellbound as he combines technical details  
  of  the fire with first-person accounts of  this devastating fire of  1871.   

 

 
Sunday, October 16   2:00 pm 
Cooking with Chef Cherise: Yeast Breads  

  Learn good techniques for preparing yeast dough in this cooking demo with  
  Chef  Cherise Slattery.  This is a ticketed event, with free tickets available    
  when you register in the Adult Dept.  

 
Sunday, November  6     2:00 pm 
Pearl Harbor: A Day That Will Live In Infamy   

      Historian Jim Gibbons is back to tell the story of  the attack on Pearl 
  Harbor and its impact on the US during World War II. 


