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Memorializing Veterans’ 
Service 

With Veterans Day right around 
the corner, I want to remind our 
community Westchester Public  
Library participates in the Veterans 
History Project in partnership with 
the Library of  Congress. We began 
this oral history collection in 2013 as 
a way to honor the brave men and 
women who served to defend our 
freedom and democracy. The Veter-
ans History Project seeks to record 
firsthand accounts of  those who 
served in World War II, the wars in 
Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, 
and the conflicts in Afghanistan and 
Iraq — making these stories available 
to future generations.  

If  you are a veteran or even a ci-
vilian volunteer who contributed to 
the war effort (such as a USO work-
er, flight instructor, medical volun-
teer, etc.) please consider sharing 
your experiences with us. Participat-

ing is simple — just contact me,  
Patrick Callaghan, or anyone else in 
the Adult Department to schedule an 
appointment. Then simply come to 
share your experiences in a recorded 
interview with two members of  our 
staff. It’s really more of  a conversa-

tion than an actual interview — only 
discuss what you’re comfortable with 
and go into as much or little detail as 
you wish. Feel free to bring any origi-
nal letters, (unpublished) diaries or 
memoirs, photos, maps, original two-
dimensional artwork and historic 
documents, etc., you would like to 
contribute, too.  

The sound recording of  each  
interview, a transcript of  the inter-
view, and copies of  any other materi-
als are sent to the Library of  Con-
gress’ American Folklife Center, 
where an archival record will be es-
tablished in your name. (Remember, 
you get to keep all original materials 
you decide to share. We only scan the 
originals and submit digital copies on 

CD to the Library of  Congress.)  
Authors, scholars, historians, and any-
one else searching the Veterans His-
tory Project collections will then have 
access to your interview and materials 
to use in their research. Some of  
these interviews may even be used by 
the Library of  Congress itself  in 
presentations, exhibitions, publica-
tions and events that promote the 
Veterans History Project. 

As a courtesy, all interviewees re-
ceive copies of  their interviews and  
transcripts to share with their friends 
and family. You will also receive digi-
tal copies of  any scanned supple-
mental materials, as well. Additionally, 
our Library will keep copies of  your 
interview and materials as part of  our 
local history collection. 

Westchester Library’s Veterans His-
tory Project collection reflects the 
values of  our community and serves 
as a respectful tribute to those who 
served our country. Find out more 
about the Veterans History Project at 
its official site:  
www.loc.gov/vets/vetshome.html. 
Please feel free to contact me, or any-
one in the Adult Department, to dis-
cuss your questions and to schedule 
an interview: 708-562-3573.  

 Patrick Callaghan is a reference librari-
an in the Adult Department. 

 

Remodeling Update 
As this issue goes to press, the re-

modeling of  the restrooms in the 
Adult Department is nearing comple-
tion.  Once finished, work will begin 
on remodeling the restrooms in the 
Youth Department.  We are confident 
you will like the improvements and 
we thank you for your patience! 

  

Here’s What’s APPening! 
Each year, hundreds of  new apps 

are developed for smart phones and 
tablets. Beginning the week of  
Thanksgiving and running through 
December 31, we will be highlighting 
one or two of  our favorite apps each 
week on the Library’s Facebook page.   
‘Like’ us on Facebook so you can 
read our recommendations! 

 

Winter Reminders 
Please drive slowly in the parking 

lot for the safety of  all patrons, espe-
cially children, elderly and the disa-
bled. Waiting for someone? Please  
park the car in a parking space so you 
don’t block the entrance for others.  

 

 

  

           The Library will close at 3:00 pm  

on Wednesday, November 23 and  
remain closed on Thursday, November 24  

for Thanksgiving. 
 

 
 
Write-A-Book Contest Awards Ceremony 
Sunday, November 20 at 2:00  
 

Winter Reading Club—Registration begins December 1 
This year’s theme is We are in a Reading Club!’ based on  

    Mo Willems’ Elephant and Piggie books.   

 
 

 

How We Roll (Anime/Manga)   
Tuesday, November 15 at 6:00  
 

Table Top Games  
Wednesday, November 30 at 7:00  

 

Teen Reading Club—Registration begins December 1 

CUB Workshop 
  

 Consumer Alert:  

  Saving Money on Utilities and Cable 
 

  Saturday, November 12  at 10:00 am 
 

A representative from the Citizens Utility Board will discuss  

how CUB is helping you save money.   Learn about the smart grid 

and energy efficiencies that impact your utility bill, how CUB is 

working to improve your options for cable, and more. 
  

Advance registration requested so we can plan light  

refreshments!   Contact the Adult Dept at 708-562-3573.      

Friends of  the Library 
This month, watch for holiday-themed books and gift items on the 

Friends’ sale shelves.   The Friends welcome donations of  gently used 
books, CDs, DVDs, videos, recent magazines and recent textbooks 
(published within last 5 years) suitable for resale.  Interested in joining the 
Friends?  Application forms are available at the Library. 

    Coming in December — a special program for teens and adults 
 
 

                           
  

The popular author and musician (aka Dr Frank) will be  
giving a book talk with some songs in the Teen Room.  
Copies of his books will be available for purchase. 

 

      Thursday, December 8 at 7:00 pm  

 

           Mark your calendar and watch for details at the Library.      
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