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Do You Haiku? 
I was a typical child growing up. I 

loved playing outdoors, couldn’t get 
enough ice cream, and I hated  
poetry. Or so I thought. Like most 
youngsters, I grew up with a lot of  
nursery rhymes, children’s songs and 
jump rope chants; In other words, 
first poems. And what elementary 
student hasn’t recited silly allitera-
tions over and over? Like Sally sells 
seashells or Peter Piper picks a peck. 
And really, how much wood does a 
woodchuck chuck? Yes, these are all 
poems. If  the name Ogden Nash 
doesn’t bring a smile to your face, 
read the picture book poem, The 
Adventures of  Isabel, for some 
spontaneous laughter. Reading Nash 
limericks will provide endless smiles. 
Or try Edward Lear’s A Book of  
Nonsense which is filled with limer-
icks originally published nearly 200 
years ago!  You remember limericks, 
“There was an old man from…” in 
which countless, “naughty” versions 
have been recited on playgrounds for 
generations.  

Children in the twenty-first centu-
ry are no different. They groan and 
complain, “Do I have to?” with each 
and every poetry assignment. When 
they visit the library to select poems, 
they speak in a hushed monotone, as 
if  requesting a dirge or asking for 
sympathy at having been assigned 
such dreadful homework. We librari-
ans are used to this. We carefully ease 
them into the 811’s (Dewey Decimal 
speak for the poetry section). 
“Perhaps you know Jack Prelutsky’s A 
New Kid on the Block or Shel Silverstein’s 
singable poem, The Unicorn?  You like 
those, don’t you? Then let me show you a 
few others…” Within minutes we have 
our young patrons exclaiming, “I 
know that one! …and, that one, too!” Yes, 
children, you do know poetry, and 
you do enjoy it.  

All of  the aforementioned books, 
and more, can be found at the 
Westchester Public Library, or any 

public library.  Just look in the 811’s.  
Let’s make a point of  introducing our 
young ones to poetry. Start with 
Mother Goose, A Child’s Garden 
of  Verses, some classic picture books 
by Maurice Sendak or Don and 
Audrey Wood. Let’s immerse our-
selves and just enjoy a simple con-
crete poem, some free verse, or a  
Haiku or two.  If  you don’t know 
what those are, ask a fifth grader. 

Kris Jacobson is the Youth Services  
Manager 
 

Poetry for Adults 
Ever consider reading poetry?  For 

many of  us, nursery rhymes were our 
first encounters with poetry and they 
continue to entertain when we read 
or recite this light verse to the chil-
dren in our care.  But let’s be realistic:  
poetry can be intimidating.  Tackling 
Homer, Shakespeare or Dante can be 
daunting if  you want to ease your way 
back into reading it.  On the other 
hand, poetry anthologies are a con-
venient way to browse a variety of  
poems by a variety of  poets – and 
you can skip around, sampling the 
first few lines to see if  they pull you 
into reading the entire poem.  You 
probably sample the first lines of  
books and articles before deciding to 
read the entire work.  Why not use 
that approach with poetry? The  
Library has a variety of  poetry collec-
tions to explore on your next visit.  

Another option is available online.  
“Poem-A-Day” is an interesting 
‘service’ offered by the Academy of  
American Poets (poets.org).  When 
you sign up, you will receive a daily 
email containing a poem.  The poems 
selected vary in style from traditional 
to post-modern  to ‘say whaaa?”  Read 
what you like, delete what you don’t.  
It is just a convenient way to sample a 
broad selection of  poetry, one poem 
at a time.  During the year, the Acade-
my will send periodic emails with rec-
ommended poems to fit a holiday 
season or special occasion.   

Just as you have favorite songs or 
albums that you return to time and 
again, or favorite movies you can 
watch over and over, poetry can be 
just as rewarding by providing insight, 
solace or even a good laugh.   Once 
you discover a poet or poem that vali-
dates your belief  or mood or obser-
vation of  the world, you will want to 
read even more poetry! 

Adult Book Discussion Group   

Meets on the third Thursday of  the month at 7:00 pm.  New members 
welcome!  Contact Adult Dept: 708-562-3573.   
 

Mar 15   I Feel Bad About My Neck by Nora Ephron 
A candid, hilarious look at women who are getting older and dealing with the tribula-

tions of  maintenance, menopause, empty nests, and life itself. 
Apr 19   32 Yolks by Eric Ripert             
Brave and affecting coming-of-age story about the making of  a French chef, from the 

culinary icon behind the renowned New York City restaurant Le Bernardin.  
    May 17  The River Swimmer by Jim Harrison  

 Two men, one young and one older, confronting inconvenient loves and the encroach-
ment of  urbanity on nature  

 

Hooked on Crochet  for adults 

Meets on the second Tuesday of  the month at 7:00 pm:    
      March 13              April 10              May 8      
New members welcome to join the group — be sure to contact Ann or Pat 
for details and supply list: 708-562-3573. 

   Learn how to create 3D mechanical parts and utilize  

  
 
 

C.A.D. FOR 3D PRINTING 

various modeling techniques in this two-part workshop.  After finalizing 
completion of model, you will be able to export your file and prepare it 
to print on a 3D printer!  
 

Saturday, March 17 and Saturday, March 24 — 10:00 am to Noon 
 

Limited to 5 patrons. Registration required — contact Adult dept (708) 562-3573 
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  Join us as Jacob Kaplan examines the overlooked history of  
Chicagoland—including Westchester! Using historic photos and 
maps, he will discuss everything from industrial and ethnic history 
to overlooked neighborhood architecture to retail relics and other 
oddities! He will also share techniques for researching your own 
home and neighborhood! All attendees will have a chance to WIN 
an official Bicentennial flag and other prizes! 
 

   The Chicago “L” 
 Award-winning journalist Greg Borzo will discuss the world-
famous Chicago “L” in all its grit and glory! Learn how the early 
L lines helped build Chicago, and how today’s L, which carries 
over half a million riders a day, helps revitalize neighborhoods 
and tie the city together. All attendees will have 
a chance to WIN  a copy of the author’s book 
or an official Bicentennial flag! 

Registration requested.  
Contact Adult dept (708) 562-3573 

Registration requested — contact Adult dept (708) 562-3573 




