
 

 

Celebrate a Rare Event:
 The Total Solar Eclipse 

For the first time in almost a  
century, a total solar eclipse will  
cover areas of  the United States in 
darkness as it passes from the West 
Coast to the East Coast on August 
21 ― and Westchester Library is  
excited about it!  

Sure, we’ve all seen an eclipse  
before, but perhaps some of  us were 
scratching our heads when, after the 
dramatic build-up, it turned out to be 
a far cry from the mighty, sweeping 
darkness we associate with eclipses. 
So what will make this one any dif-
ferent?  

First, the total solar eclipse this 
August is no regular occurrence ― 
nothing like common lunar eclipses 
we can view with the naked eye. In a 
total solar eclipse, the new moon 
moves between the sun and earth, 
completely blocks the sun's rays 
(“totality”), and casts a very dark 
shadow over parts of  the earth in its 
path. NASA has described this as 
“magnificently beautiful” and 
“awesome in the truest sense of  the 
word.” 

Second, this will be the first total 
solar eclipse in 99 years with a path 
of  totality that crosses the continen-
tal United States from coast to coast, 
and it is the first total solar eclipse to 
cover only U.S. land and no other 
country. It is so unique an occur-
rence that people from other coun-
tries have planned summer vacations 
here to witness this big, strange, 
beautiful event. Astronomers say this 
will be by far the most spectacular 
astronomical event we will witness in 
our lives.  

Third, while downstate Carbon-
dale will go dark the longest, Illinois 
has bragging rights over every other 
U.S. state for the longest duration of  
the eclipse’s totality along its entire 
2,500-mile path! 

To educate ourselves on this  
phenomenon and celebrate Illinois’ 

special importance in the upcoming 
total solar eclipse, the Library is part-
nering with the Naperville Astronom-
ical Association to prepare a special, 
all-ages program on Thursday,  
August 10 titled, Let’s Talk Solar 
Eclipse. Rick Gering will explain why 
eclipses happen and share tips on 
choosing a location for viewing it. He 
will also explain how to safely observe 
and photograph a total solar eclipse 
and also show video footage of  “four 
minutes of  totality” from the March 
2016 eclipse. As a courtesy to our 
patrons, all attendees will receive a 
FREE pair of  glasses to safely view 
the actual eclipse 11 days later. 

The eclipse itself  will be hard to 
miss, but be sure to attend this pro-
gram and prepare yourselves for this 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. The 
next total solar eclipse won’t be until 
2024, but Illinois won’t be in its path 
… and I don’t think you’ll want to 
travel all the way down to Torreon, 
Mexico to enjoy it, will you? 

 Patrick Callaghan is a reference librari-
an in the Adult Department. 

 

Reminders for the Fall 
Parents, while gathering school 

supplies for the students in your 
home, make sure each one has a valid 
library card so they will be ready to 
check out library materials or access 
our online products for their home-
work needs. 

Just need to clear some fines?  Stop 
by the Circulation Desk or you can 
pay fines online with your credit card 
(go to www. westchesterpl.org,  
click “My Account”, followed by 
“Log In”, and enter your library card 
number and PIN when prompted.) 

 

New MyMediaMall app 
Overdrive has introduced a new 

app LIBBY for downloading ebooks 
and audiobooks on MyMediaMall.  
Patrons can switch to the new app 
any time in the coming months.  To 
learn more, see meet.libbyapp.com 
or stop by the Adult Dept. 

  

 
Youth and Teen Summer Reading Clubs:    

 Saturday, August 5, is the  lAST DAY TO TURN IN  
 YOUR READING LOG.   

                                 

Stuffed Animal Sleepover at the Library   
   Friday, August 4     5:00 - 5:30  
   This is a special storytime for the family.  Children are encouraged  
to bring one stuffed animal friend.  After storytime, the children will go 
home to be tucked into their own beds, while the animals will spend the 
night at the Library.  Animals will be picked up at 10:00 am on Saturday, 
August 5th, when all participants are invited to enjoy donut holes and a   
special surprise!  Registration is requested for this program. 
    

Ice Cream Social Finale 
 Make your own ice cream creation! Music, games and fun!                                                                                                                                       

 Sat, Aug 12, 2:00-4:00 Grades 1 and up   

  
 
 

 

Friends of the Library August Book Sale 
During the month of  August, the Friends are running a special half  price sale on everything on 

their BOOK SALE shelves.  You can’t beat the prices:  Hardbacks 50 cents, paperbacks 25 cents, 
magazines 10 cents.  The Friends will keep the shelves well-stocked throughout the month.  This is 
a great time to get a head start on holiday gifts, so we recommend “Shop early and shop often!”  

 

   The Library will be closed Sunday, September 3,  
   and Monday, September 4, for Labor Day.   
   Have a safe holiday weekend! 

 

                                Labor Day also marks the end of our summer hours.      
                                  Normal hours will resume Tuesday, September 5: 
                                        Monday-Thursday   9:30 am - 9:00 pm 
                                      Friday      9:30 am - 6:00 pm   
                                     Saturday      9:30 am - 5:00 pm  
                                     Sunday         1:00 - 5:00 pm    

Adult Book Discussion 
No meeting in August.  Next meeting scheduled for September 21 at the 
regular time, 7:00 pm.  New members welcome!   Details in Adult Dept. 
   

Hooked on Crochet 
 Meets the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm.  New members are 
welcome to join the group in September—contact Ann or Pat for details: 
708-562-3573.      no meeting in August       September 12         

 
 
 

     

    Rick Gering from the Naperville Astronomical Association will talk 
about the history and science behind solar eclipses. All attendees will get 
a FREE pair of eclipse glasses that can be used to view the total eclipse 
in August safely!           Thursday, August 10 at 6:00 pm (all ages) 
 

Advance registration requested — contact Adult Dept at 708-562-3573. 

LET’S TALK 

 

PRINTING WORKSHOP 

 Enjoy hands-on experience in 3D printing with 
this two-part class.    Limited to 8 patrons.  
          Contact Adult Dept to register: 708-562-3573.  

 

Saturday, August 19   10:00 am ― 12:00 pm 
Saturday, August 26   10:00 am ― 12:00 pm 

 Coming September 10  

BLOOMIN’ BULBS  
A fall gardening program 

 WESTCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY    10700 Canterbury  Westchester, IL 60154 

708-562-3573    TTY/TDD 708-562-9364    askus@westchesterpl.org  www.westchesterpl.org  
SUMMER Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 am-8:00 pm, Friday 9:30 am-6:00 pm, Saturday 9:30 am-5:00 pm, closed Sunday.  
Library Director  Fidencio Marbella    Board of Trustees  John Lamberti, president, Gerald Chenski, Demitrus Evans,  
Jenice Hampton, Elizabeth Hunter, Janette Maldonado, and Fred Poppe    Board Meetings on 4th Monday of every month.  


