
               
 
 

 

Sew Smart 
Kids often believe that our jobs 

are who we are, so librarians never 
do anything but think about books, 
right?  It’s obvious that we read, eat, 
and sleep literature. And, oh yes: we 
live in the library, too. Well, maybe in 
an alternate universe.  In reality, as 
undeniably awesome as books are, 
we DO have other interests, hobbies 
and talents.   In a lot of  cases, 
though, our interest in those things 
was sparked by a book! 

We all know that books provide 
thrilling stories to expand the imagi-
nation, but they can also offer infor-
mation to enrich our lives.  Want to 
find a recipe?  Boom: we have some 
cookbooks for you.  Want to fix a 
car?  Bam: here are a book and DVD 
waiting to aid you.  Want to get back 
into sewing?  Pay Dirt! We have you 
covered on that too.  Information is 
our game and we love to share.  But 
what if  you want more information 
than you can find in a book?  Or 
what if  you want a real person to 
show you how something works?    

Remember those hobbies I  
mentioned?  Librarians love to help 
people, and that extends far beyond 
finding books for your research  
paper, or recommending a book 
“just like Dork Diaries.”  We’re  
happy to share our own knowledge 
and skills with people, and library 
patrons will often ask us to build a 
program around one.  In the past, 
we’ve offered painting programs, 
sketching programs, gardening  
programs, knitting programs,  
dancing programs, photography  
programs, food programs and more.  
Strangely enough, the one thing we’d 
never offered (until this summer!) 
was a sewing program.   

Here at Westchester Public  
Library, most of  the staff  in the 
Youth Department is pretty handy 
with a sewing machine or a needle 
and thread—one of  us even has a 
degree in fashion design!  And, after 

several patrons asked us when we 
were going to do a sewing program, 
we thought: why not?   Sewing is a 
practice that offers many benefits to 
people of  all ages, such as the  
abstract skills of  creativity and  
problem solving, the practical skills 
of  precision, measuring and cutting, 
and, as a side benefit, teaches the 
ironing and button-sewing skills for 
perfecting your church-going or first-
interview outfit!   

 The library’s first “Learn to Sew” 
program will be on Wednesday, June 
13, and will run until August 1st.    
This session will be from 4 to 5 pm 
for grades fourth and up.  We’ll  
provide everything needed such as 
the needles, thread, and simple fabric.   
What will we make?  Join the  
program and help us find out!   

Melanie Tillis is a Librarian in the 
Youth Services Dept. 
 

SWAN’s Newest 19 
SWAN welcomes 19 new libraries 

to our membership! Materials from 
the following libraries are now  
available through our catalog.: 

 
 

Batavia Public Library Dist. 
Bensenville Public Library Dist. 

Bensenville Elementary School Dist. #2 
Bloomingdale Public Library 
Carol Stream Public Library 
Geneva Public Library Dist. 
Glen Ellyn Public Library 
Itasca Community Library 

Kaneville Public Library Dist. 
Messenger Public Library (North Aurora) 

National University of Health Sciences 
Oak Brook Public Library 

Saint Charles Public Library Dist. 
Sugar Grove Public Library Dist. 
Theosophical Society in America 

Town and Country Public Library Dist. 
Villa Park Public Library 

West Chicago Public Library Dist. 
Wood Dale Public Library Dist. 

 

We Won a Grant! 
Westchester Library is a proud  

recipient of  the 2018 Back to Books 
Grant. Our $4,000 award will be  
applied toward the purchase of   
STE(A)M and nature books for 
adults and children. Funding for this 
grant was awarded by the Illinois 
State Library, a Department of  the 
Office of  Secretary of  State, using 
funds provided by the U.S. Institute 
of  Museum and Library Services, 
under the provisions of  the Library 
Services and Technology Act (LSTA).  

Adult Book Discussion Group   

Reminder: due to summer hours, the group will meet at 6:30 pm.  
New members welcome!  Contact Adult Dept: 708-562-3573.   
 

June 21  Leonardo da Vinci by Sherwin B. Nuland 
A short biography of  the famous Renaissance man who was a painter, architect, engineer, 

philosopher, mathematician, and scientist.   
July 19   Stiff: The Curious Life of  Human Cadavers by Mary Roach  
A firsthand account of  cadavers, their history, and explorations surrounding ethical 

and moral issues.  
    Aug 16  The Unlikely Pilgrimage of  Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce  
 A Poignant novel about wonderful things discoverable through the simple process of  
putting one foot in front of the other. 
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Two-Part 3D Printing Workshop for Beginners 

 Get hands-on experience in 3D printing in this two-part class and qualify 
to attend future open labs.  Limited to 8 patrons. Call Adult Dept to register: 
(708) 562-3573. 
 Saturday, June 23 & Saturday, June 30      (10:00 am to Noon) 
 Saturday, July 14 & Saturday, July 21         (10:00 am to Noon) 
 

3D “Open Lab” (for experienced users) 

 Do you have experience 3D printing? Drop in and print for FREE for 
one hours or less. Registration preferred: (708) 562-3573. 
  Saturday, August 11           (10:00 am to 1:00 pm) 

WITH R&d CHOREOGRAPHY 

Stage Combat Basics 

 Explore the basics of stage combat with the Jeff-nominated duo  
behind the thrilling fights in dozens of Chicago-area productions! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For teens and adults. Registration requested. Contact Adult Dept: (708) 562-3573 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18 
7:00 PM – 7:45 PM 

 

 Calling all beginning kayakers! Join our staff, trained and 
certified in paddling, on a kayak adventure on Thatcher Glen Pond 
in River Forest, IL. This program is FREE, and we will have  
access to the Cook County Forest Preserve’s “kayak gear library” 

for the morning! We have two dates scheduled for July — one for 
children and one for adults. If you are interested in a fun-filled,  
on-water adventure, see our Adult Dept. on the Library’s upper 
level for more details. Due to anticipated high demand, a random 
drawing will be held on  Thursday, July 5. All entries must be  
submitted no later than Tuesday, July 3 at 7:00 pm.  

FOR KIDS 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18 
9:00 AM — NOON 

 

FOR ADULTS 

SUNDAY, JULY 22 
9:00 AM — NOON 

Note: This program is geared toward those 
     with no prior kayaking experience. 




