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Reading By Design! 
I love Summer Reading clubs.  I 

love to visit the schools and disrupt 
the kids’ day with a reading pep talk 
and a demo of  awesome toys and 
tools to inspire and amuse.  I used to 
dress up and do all sorts of  fun, silly 
things, like wear snorkel gear with 
flippers for “Dive into Reading,” or 
make a spacesuit for “2001 Reading 
Odyssey.” 

One day I had a teacher who 
looked askance at me and said, “I 
never know whether to welcome or 
dread your visit.  The kids are always 
so wired afterwards.”  I’m not sure if  
that’s a good thing or a bad thing 
either.  I just know I enjoyed doing it 
and more kids signed up for the 
Reading Club.  Nevertheless, for a 
time, I thought, I’ll keep things a 
little more low key.  I’m getting old 
and that shouldn’t be too hard.  So I 
haven’t dressed up in several years. 

But this year’s Summer Reading 
Club theme is “Reading by Design.” 
Now that might not sound exciting 
to some people but I was one of  
those kids who wanted to know 
where the bathrooms were on a 
spaceship and how long you could 
live on a submarine and how vocal 
chords produce sound and could 
Neanderthals talk and would it really 
be possible to program a computer 
that achieved consciousness?  I even 
invented car brownies.  (Car brown-
ies is a brownie recipe that will cook 
in your overheated car in the parking 
lot all day while you’re doing other 
things.  So when you get back in your 
car, it may be 176 degrees in there 
but at least you’ll have fresh brown-
ies.) 

I’m thinking, I might dress up 
again.  I’ll dress up as Leonardo  
da Vinci with wings or Tesla on a 
scooter.  That’s not likely to over-
excite kids.  Really, Ms. Julie in a  
Leonardo da Vinci costume?  I think 
we’re safe. 

Still, how can a kid not get excited 

about programming a robot, drawing 
a diagram of  a spaceship, plotting a 
mystery novel, mapping an imaginary 
place, writing a memoir, forming an 
idea, creating a universe? 

And we’ve got the books and pro-
grams to help you do it. 

I excitedly began putting together a 
wish list for kids programs this sum-
mer.  I wanted a 3-D printer, a  
camera lucida, a vinyl cutter, a poster 
printer, a camera obscura, a laser cut-
ter, and maybe a 3D doodler pen. 

Shall I do the “Invent a Board 
Game” program again?  How about 
making hexaflexagons, and hyperbol-
ic parabolas and polyhedrons?  How 
about designing personal logos?  
Maybe we should draw up blueprints 
for a hover craft.  “Where we’re going 
we don’t need any roads.” 

What would you like to invent?  
Compose?  Draft?  Diagram?  Doo-
dle? Come to the Library, have we got 
stuff  for you!  Maybe even car 
brownies. In the words of  John Luc 
Picard (and many another Captain of  
their soul)  “Make it so!” 

Julie Yekel is a librarian in the Youth 
Department. 
 

Summer Hours Reminder 
The Library’s Summer Hours 

began on Memorial Day weekend and 
will continue through Labor Day 
weekend in September.   
Monday-Thursday 9:30 am-8:00 pm  
Friday                9:30 am-6:00 pm 
Saturday         9:30 am-5:00 pm 
      Closed Sunday  

  

Concerts at Ravinia 
Ravinia Festival’s Words &   

Music program is back with free 
lawn tickets for area public libraries. 
We will hold a drawing on Thursday, 
June 8 to distribute the available tick-
ets. Watch for notices in the lobby, on 
our website, and on Facebook.   

Westchester patrons who borrow 
library materials are eligible to enter 
the drawing. Winners will be notified    
by phone the day of  the drawing, 
with ticket selections on a first-come, 
first-served basis.   Winners—bring 
your calendar along to help with your 
concert selection.  Lawn passes can 
be upgraded to pavilion seats at 
Ravinia’s box office. 

Page Turners Reading Club                                            

June 1 - July 31 

 Summer marks the start of the Page Turners Reading Club, open to 
any Westchester adult with a valid Westchester Public Library card!  Here’s 
your motivation to squeeze in time for some recreational reading!   

Participation is easy: when you finish reading a book (ebooks and audio-
books qualify also), fill out an entry form at the Circulation Desk or Adult 
Reference Desk to be entered into the drawing for prizes in August.   
Deadline for entries:  Monday, July 31. 

Due to their popularity, we will be giving away 4 gift certificates: 
Mariano’s ($50), Jewel ($50), Walgreens ($25) and Mobil ($25)!  Reading 
even one book is enough to enter the drawings!  The more you read, the 
better your chances of  winning a prize!   

    

Adult Book Discussion Group   

Reminder: due to summer hours, the group will meet at 6:30 pm.  
New members welcome!  Contact Adult Dept: 708-562-3573.   
 

Thurs,  June 15     The Beautiful Mystery by Louise Penny 
  Murder in a monastery in Quebec? 

Thurs,  July 20 The Ox-bow Incident by Walter Van Tilburg Clark          
      Classic story of  mob violence in the American West 

The group does not meet in August 
 

Hooked on Crochet  for adults 

Meets the second Tuesday of  the month at 7:00 pm 
   June 13        July 11        No August meeting 
Current members will meet at the regular time during the summer, but 

meetings will be short in length (40-45 min).   New members can join the 
group in September — contact Ann or Pat for details: 708-562-3573.  

 

Computer Skills & Digital Support 

Whether you need help with email, using a flash drive, learning a feature in 
Word, or using your reading device with our eBook collections, our refer-
ence staff can either help you on the spot or arrange a one-on-one session.  
Contact Adult Dept for details: 708-562-3573. 

   The Library will be closed Tuesday, July 4.  
 

Commercially licensed drone pilot, Dean Poignant, will discuss selecting 
a drone, federal and local regulations, and safety. Weather permitting, a 

flight demonstration will take place at the conclusion of the program! 

 
 

Advance registration requested — contact Adult Dept at 708-562-3573. 

GETTING STARTED WITH 

 

 

 

Learn to make great-looking invitations,  greeting cards, flyers and more 
using this free, easy-to-learn web-based design program!   
 

    Friday, June 16  or  Friday, June 30 at 10:00 am 
 

Seating is limited — call to reserve your spot 708-562-3573 

FOR BEGINNERS 






